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TO! SECRETARY KISSINGER 

FROMI RICHARD H, SOLOMON 

SUBJECT: A PRESIDENTIAL: GOOD-HEALTH 
MESSAGE FOR CHOU EN^LAI 

I. WE NOW HAVE CONFIRMATION FROM A COMBINATION OF CHINESE 
AND FOREIGN PRESS SOURCES THAT PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI IS IN 
IMPROVED HEALTH ANO HAS LEFT" THE HOSPITAL IN PEKING WHERE HE; 
HAS BEFN RECUPERATING DURING THE PAST YEAR, THE QUESTION IS 
WHETHER IN TERMS OF OUR CURRENTLY RATHER INACTIVE RELATIONS 
HITH PEKING, A"D IN VIEW OF THE PRESIDENT'S ANTICIPATED TRIP 
LATER THIS YEAR $ YOU MIGHT WISH TO MAKE SOME SYMBOLIC GESTURE' 
AS A WAY OF PREPARING THE HOOD 



2*. IN THE ABSENSE OF GUIDANCE ON WHAT YOU ANO THE PRESIDENT 
HIGHT WANT TO ACCOMPLISH ON THE PEKING TRIP # IT IS DIFFICULT TO 
FINE-TUNE THE KINDS OF SYMBOLIC GESTURES OF WHICH THE CHINESE 
ARE SO FONO. IT IS CLEAR SINCE THE TENG HSIAO-PUNG JUNE 2 
STATEMENT TO THE AMERICAN NEWSPAPER EDITORS THAT'. THE PRESIDENT 
WILL BE WELCOME IN CHINA WHETHER OR «0T HE HAS MAJOR BUSINESS 
TO CONCLUDE THAT PRC LEADERS ARE CONCERNED THAT HE MIGHT POSTPONE 
THE SUHMIT BECAUSE OF A FEELING THAT THERE CAN BE NO SIGNIFICANT 
RESULT FROM A SUMMIT MEETING UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES. . 
YOU WILL HAVE SEEN, MOREOVER i AMBASSAOOR BUSHES BaCKCHANNEL TODAY 
(PEKING 94) REPORTING CHOU EN-LAI 1 S RECENT CONVERSATION WITH THE 
"CHINFSE-AKERICAN DOCTOR CP. LI. (LX WAS PERSONALLY RECEIVED BY 
MAO, A SCHOOL-AGE ACQUAINTANCE, IN 1973,3 WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER 
LI'S MFNTION TO BUSH OF A UNILATERAL PRC STATEMENT OF PEACEFUL: 
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f ?5mV2V?.J, ™° UIHAN HA0E FDR " D0 ««TIC CONSUMPTION* IN 
A CHOU SIGNAL 0« A LI INITIAVTIVE. IN ANY EVENT, YOU SHOULD DO 
YOUR OVH EXPLORING OF PRC INTENTIONS DIRECTLY. WE DO BELIF^e! 
HOWEVER, THAT THE CHINESE ARE AS INTERESTED AS EVER IN VISIBLE 

Aj X IET?L P !annT S ^?,? UR ^"-ATIONSHIP, GIVEN THEIR POST-INDOCHINA 
ANXIETIES ABOUT SOVIET ACTIVITIES ON THEIR PERIPHERY'. 

3, IN RELATEO REPORTING ON THE CHOU EN-LAI - r p' i T HfctTur 
BUSH INDICATES THAT MUCH OF THEIR CONVERSATION HAS TAKEN UP BY 
CHOU DISCUSSING KITH LI HIS APPRECIATION OF FRESH FRUIT CHol 
GAVE LI SOXE FRESH LYCHEES AT THE END OF THEIR TALK, 

BEriN^R.mnVSnfc"™* SIGNAL T0 THE C «NESE WHICH HOULO 

TR?P J%hg?f?t . «f«°? inVE N00 ° IN A0VANCE 0F THE PRESIDENTS 

trip, i suggest a brief letter from the presioentto the frehifr 

CONVEYING PLEASURE AT THE JjEWS THAT HE IS IN IMPRnVED HE A I th aL 

expressing his cforo.s? anticipation of holoing talks ih ' 

PEKING LATER THIS YEAR! IF YOU WISH TO ADO A CHINESE TWIST TO THr 
MESSAGE, ONE WHICH WOULD HAVE POSITIVE SYMBOLIC VALUE l£ E 
CHINESE EYES QUITE APART FROM THE CHOU-LI OISCUSsJon! YOU MIGHT 

of pleaLre E at D hiI UtV n HE premier a bo ? °"™"t !i IS eSp^sion 

S«wC: E R T HIS RETURN TO GOOO HEALTH, SUCH AN ACT WOULD 

?2 V 52^ ^ IL ° ° N ™ £ CH0 ^ LI CONVERSATION, AMD YoS Sa? Sot WISH 
TO REINFORCE THAT SIGNAL*, MOREOVER, YOU SHOULD ANTICIPATE THAT 

5SHES?T r c E pOL^?rL P ?2i5EJ"' ° R AT ^ "RCUL^?r W I0EU E I r 7 AT 
DOMESTIC POLITICAL CHANNELS, SUCH A PRESIDENTIAL GESTURE; 

5 t- THE TEXT OF A SUGGESTED PRESIDENTIAL HFSSatf uurrn u*c t.n* 
YET BEEN CLEARED KITH PAUL THEIS, COULD BE AS FOLLOWS? 

DEAR MR, PREMIER: 

1 WAS PLEASED TO RECEIVE NEWS OF YOUR IMPROVED HFAI th 
AND OF THE FACT TH*T YOU HAVE BEEN ABLE TO LEAVE THE HOSPITAL ■ 

?n*2TkS,1« IN6 FDRUAS ° T ° 0UR MEETING I" PEKING LATER THIS YEAR ' 
TO DISCUSS A RANGE OF ISSUES OF COMMON CONCERN 

GIFT 0F A CPEACHE E 3 ;p^Rr^Si?K ISHESf 1 ' CM ° JnB * SHA " 



SINCERELY 
GRF 



6, PLFASE INSTRUCT WHETHER YOU WISH SUCH A PPFSTnFWTTii 
MESSAGE TO BE SE«T, AND WHETHER YOU wS? tSe lIcWDEO. 
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